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Relation of the Affaffination of M. Theobald Dillon, 
Marefchal de Camp, at Lifle, the 29th of April, 1792. 


By an Eve Wirvess. 
re at General Theobald Dillon’s the day of the expe- 


ditionat Tournay. In the courfe of the converfation, he 
many times teftified his confidence in the good difpofition and 
courage of the troops he commanded. Although I had been 
for thefe 15 years his intimate friend, it was not until after the 
orders had tes given to the troops, that 1 knew he was to 
march the fame evening. 

He quitted me in the afternoon to goto General Daumont ; 
at half paft feven o’clock the troops were under arms; they 
had the beft appearance poffible; a little before nine o’clock he 
went out at the head of the army, by the gate of Fiffe. The 
next day (Sunday, April 29th), at nine o’clock, I went to Ge- 
neral Daumont, to afk him if there was any impropriety in my 
going to view the army, and if it was not neceflary to havea 
paflport ? He replied in the negative. 

Madame Dillon teftified great uneafinefs for her brother; 
but he affured me that it was without foundation ; and from the 
orders the army had received, an engagement was not likely. 

I mounted on horfeback, and departed by the gate of Fitfe, 
inorder to fee M. Dillon. Ata place near the town! met 
four dragoons, who as foon as they faw me made figis by their 
fabres for me to return; crying that all was loft :—That the 
army had been betrayed, and cut in pieces. I begged them not 
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to fpread thealarm inthe town, but firft to acquaint General 
Daumont, and the principal officers of it. They foon left me 
behind. I returned into town with a man without an uniform, 
who related that his comrade was killed by his fide : With 
him was an officer of the National Guards, on a horfe, belong- 
ing to one of the artillery carriages, who alfo cried that all 
was loft, betrayed, and cut to pieces; but he could not give 
any detail of particulars. 

I took my domeftic with me, and returned again on foot to 
the gate of Fiffe. The ftreet was full of foldicrs and Na- 
tional Guards, who impeded the paflage of the cuiraffiers, who 
began to enter in crowds with great diforder. The Swifs of 
Diefback, who guarded the gate, had erected fome works, and 
ftationed patroles on the outfide; in the mean time the ca- 
valry entered, raifing the cry of treafon! ariftocrat! and 
@ la lanterne ! 

The confufion now became general; many, without know- 
ing who commanded, demanded the head of Rochambeau : 
I then went to the fuburbs ; the infantry now prefented them- 
felves, but in fmall numbers: The road was covered with 
cavaliers, all crying, treafon! not one wounded, nor evena 
horfe ; Ll afked many officers and foldiers news of the General, 
not one could give me any account of him; an officer of 
cuiraffiers faid, that he was furprized to hear me afk news of a 
General who had led them to butchery. ‘The Deputy Marfhal 
General (M. de V ) faid, that M. Dillon had given him 
orders to charge the cavalry. As foon as he perceived the 
enemy, he found them retiring, and in general confufion. The 
foldiers informed me it would be pabeer to advance further; 
that the Auftrian huflars prefied them clofely ; I ttopped fome 
time and advancedagain. I had not yet heard the report of a 
fulee, nor feen a huflar, nor any perfon that had feenone. The 
road was now crowded with carts of baggage and peafantry, 
who fled with their moveables intothe town. I again returned; 
the confufion was now very great: The cry of /anterne, of 
Rochambeau, of traitor, ariftocrat; and noifes from every 
fide. ‘The infantry now began to enter, and brought in three 
or four Auftrians (one in a grey uniform, ftriped with green, 

dthe others in round frocks), A hundred ft eps from the 

te, they hung an officer of engineers, M. Berthois, fufpended 
by the feet with cords. I faw more than twenty fhots through 
I hella rip ahorfe grenadier, as I was told, gave hima cut 
on the head with his fabre, and fired a piftol at his breaft. “Then 
the National Guards and infantry took poffeffion of him. I faw 
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one of the Auftrian prifoners killed, and two or three who 
were difpatched, trampled under foot, and their bodies run 
through. 

Iheard the ridicule and the barbarous fhouts of the foldiers, 
and faw them amufe themfelves in {triking the dead bodies with 
their hands. ‘They.were crowded ina wheelbarrow, with the 
officer of engineers. I fhudder atthe fight. The municipal 
officers arrived with a cart, in which they placed the dead 
bodies, and continued to abufe them. It is two o’clock, and 
Ihave not been able to hear the leaft news of the General, or 
the action. Not a wounded man has yet appeared, and, among 
all the foldiers, not one feems to have been ina battle, except a 
foot foldier, who had received fome fhot through his hat. 

I remained in the ftreet to obferve the difpofitions of the 
people. About four o’clock I went towards Fiffe-gate. In 
the entrance of the ftrect the agitation was great, and the 
howling moft terrible. At laft I heard the cry of “ He’s 
coming, he’s coming, to the lantern.” I afked, witha trem- 
bling voice, * Who ?”—* Dillon, (they anfwered) the traitor, 
the ariftocrat; we are going to tear him to pieces, he and all 
that belong to him. 

* Rochambeau muft alfo perifh, and all the nobility in the 
army. Dillon is coming in a cabriole; his thigh is already 
broken, let’s go and finifh him.” The cabriole foon appeared 5 
the General was in it, without a hat, with acalm and firm look; 
he was efcorted by four horfe-guards; he had hardly pafled 
through the gate, when more than 100 bayonets were thruft 
in the cabriole amidft the moft horrid fhouts! The horfe- 
guards made ufe of their fabres, it is true, but I don’t know 
whether it was to defend themfelves, or to protect the General. 
‘The man who drove the cabriole difappeared, the horfe plunged, 
and no bayonets had yet been fatal, whenafhot was fired into 
the carriage, and I think this killed M. Dillon, for I never faw 
him move afterwards ; he was taken from the carriage and 
thrown into the ftreet, when they trampled upon his body, and 
ran a thoufand bayonets through it. I neither heard from him 
complaints or groans. 

Between feven and eight o’clock I went tothe market place, 
where a great fire was lighted, in which his body was thrown, 
—French foldiers danced round the burning body of their 
General ; this barbarous {cene was intermixed with the moft 
favage howlings. Parties of Swifs were pafling and repafling 
in good order during this atrocious fcene, with the greatett 
indignation painted in their countenance. The filter of the 
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General was alfo threatened; fhe changed her abode four times, 
being warned of her danger ; nobody dared to fhelter her in 
their houfes ; however, the night was pafled in tranquillity. 

I have been lucky enough to fave her from thefe cannibals, 
and the next day fhe fet off for Paris. 

This is what I have feen, and what I am ready to atteft be- 
fore any tribunal. 

N.B. The original of this has been depofited at a Notary’s, 
and a faithful copy delivered to the National Affembly, figned 
by the author. If any perfon fhould doubt the authenticity of 
the above, they may addrefs themfelves to James Migneret, 
Jacob-ftreet, Paris, or to the family of M, Dillon, who engage 
to anfwer them. 





Unanimous Opinion of the Fudges [except Lord Lough- 

tig ich upon the feveral Queftrons put to them upon 

he fecond Reading of the Bill to remove Doubts refpett- 

» the Funétions of Furies in Cafes of Libel, 27th of 

ym 1792, as delivered by the Lord Cluef Baron of 
the Court of Exchequer. 


My Lorps, 


HE Judges have taken the queftions, feven in number, 

which your Lordfhips have been pleafed to propofe to 

them, into their confideration ; they have conferred together, 

and have agreed upon anfwers, which] am now to fubmit to 
your Lordfhips. 

Your Lordfhips’ firft queftion is: * On the trial of an in- 
formation or indiétment for a libel, is the criminality or inno- 
cence of the paper fet forth in fuch information and indi€tment, 
as the libel, matter of fact, or matter of law, where noevi- 
dence is given for the defendant ?” 

Preliminary toall which we have to offer to your Lordfhips, 
we ftate, as afundamental principle, that the general criminal 
law of England is the law of libel; and that the very few 
particularities which occur in legal proceedings upon libel, are 
not peculiar to the proceedings upon libel, but do or may occur 
in all cafes, where the corpus deleé?i is efpecially ftated upon the 
record ; the cafe of an indiétment for publifhing a forged pro- 
miflory note may be put as a pregnant inftance. 

The matter of your Lordthips’ firft queftion has no particular 
apy plication to tibel. 


We 

















‘times, 
her in 
ity. 


inibals, 
eft be- 


otary’s, 

figned 
icity of 
gneret, 
engage 


Lough. 
n upon 
efpedt- 
7th of 
ron of 


umber, 
pofe to 
pether, 
mit to 


an ins 
r inno« 
tment, 
10 €Vi- 


dfhips, 
iminal 
ry few 
el, are 
occur 
on the 
d pro- 


Hicular 


We 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 525 


We anfwer, that the criminality or innocence of any a& 
done (which includes any paper written) is the refultof the 
judgment which the law pronounces upon that act, and muft 
therefore be in all cafes, and under all circumftances, matter of 
law and not matter of fact ; and this, as well where evidence is 
given, as where it is not given for the defendant: The effect 
of evidence given for the defendant, as to this queftion, being 
nothing more than to introduce facts or circumitances into the 
cafe, which the profecutor had left out, upon which it will 
ftill be for the law to pronounce whether the act done be cri- 
minal or innocent. 

Your Lordfhips fecond queftion is: * Is the truth or falfe- 
hood of the written or printed paper material, or to be left to 
the Jury, on the trial of an indi€&tment or information for a libel ; 
and does it make any difference in this refpect, whether the epi- 
thet (fai/e) be or be not ufed in the indictment or information?” 

The queftion confifts of two branches. 

Our anfwer to the firft branch of this queftion is, That the 
truth or falfehood of a written or printed paper is not material, 
orto be left toa Jury upon the trial of an indictment or ine 
formation for a libel. 

We confider this do€trine as fo firmly fettled, and fo eflen- 
tially neceflary to the maintenance of the King’s peace, and the 
good order of fociety, that it cannot now be drawn into debate. 

If it be afked, why the word * fale” is to be found in 
indictments or informations for libel ? We anfwer, that we 
find it in the ancient forms of our legal proceedings, and there= 
fore that it is retained ; but that it hath in all times been the 
duty of Judges, when they come to the proof, to feparate the 
fubltance of the crime from the formality with which it is 
attended, and too frequently loaded, and to confine the proof 
to the fubftance. 

_ The epithet “ fal/e,” is not applied to the propofitions con- 
tained in the paper, but to the aggregate criminal refult—libel. 
We fay, falfus libellus, as we fay falfus proditor in high treafon. 

In point of fubftance, the alteration in the defcription of the 
offence would hardly be felt, if the epithet were verus inftead 
of faifus. , 

In the ation for libel, the plaintiff is not put to prove the 
matter of the libel to be falfe, which is decifive to thew that 
the falfehood is not part of the fubitance of the complaint ; 
and though the defendant may. infift in his defence, and.may 
prove that the matter of the libel is true, it is not done in the 
way of contradicting what is aflerted by the plaintiff, for then 
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itmight be done under the general iffue: Whereas, if the de- 
fendant means to infift that the matter of the libel is true, he 
muit plead it by: way of juftification. As between him and 
the plaintiff, feeking to recover damages for the private injury, 
the truth of the matter of the libel is a bar to the action for 
damages; the crime, and confequently the fal/us libellus, re- 
maining {till in full force againft him. 

The fecond branch of the queftionis: Does it make any 
difference in this refpeét, i. e. in refpe& of the materiality of 
the truth or falfchood, or its being to be left to the Jury, whe- 
ther the epithet * fai,” be or be not ufcd in the indictment 
or information ?”’ 

Our arifwer will be very fhort. It can make no difference 
in this refpect. We are not called upon to give any opinion, 
and we defire to be underftood not to give any opinion as to the 
difference in any other refpeét which the omiflion of a formal 
epithet, inan indictment or information, may make. 

Your Lordfhips’ third queftion is: “ Upon the trial of an 
indi&ment fora libel, the publication being clearly proved, and 
the innocence of the paper being as clearly manifeft, is it 
competent andlegal for the Judge to direct or recommend to 
the fury to give a verdict for the defendant ?” 

We anfwer, that upon the trial of an indictment for a libel, 
the publication being clearly proved, and the innocence of the 
paper being as, clearly manifeit, it is competent and legal for 
the Judge to direct or recommend to the Jury to give a verdict 
tor the defendant. 

Rut we add, that no cafe has occurred in which it would 
have been, in found difcretion, fit for a Judge, fitting at if 
Prius, to have given fuch a direction or recommendation to 
the Jury. 

It isa term in the queftion, that the innocence fhall be clearly 
manifeft. This mutt be in the opinion of the Judge: but the 
ableft Judges have been fometimes decidedly of an opinion 
which has, upon further invettigation, been difcovered to be 
erroneous ; and it is to be confidered, that the effect of fucha 
direction or recommendation would be, winecefarily to exclude 
all further difcuffion of the matter of Jaw, in the Court from 
which the record of Nifs Prius was fent, in Courts of Error, 
and before your Lordfhips in the dernier refort. 

Very clear indeed, therefore, ought to be the cafe in which 
fuch a direGion or recommendation fhall be given. Ina cri- 
minal cafe, which is in any degree doubtful, it muft bea very 
great relief to a Judge and Jury, and a great eale to them in 
the 
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the adminiftration of criminal juftice, to have the means of 
obtaining a better and fuller inveftigation of the doubt, upon 
the folution of which a right verdict, ora right judgment, is to 
depend. 

A fpecial verdié&t would in many cafes be the only means, 
where the offence is defcribed by fome one or two technical 
terms comprehending the offence, the law and the fact com- 
bined: fuchas the words, * felonioufly did fteal.” The com- 
bination muft be decompofed by a {pecial verdict, feparating 
the facts from the legal qualities afcribed to them, and prefent- 
ing them in detail to the eye of the Judge, to enable him to 
declare, whether the legal quality aicribed to them, be well 
afcribed to them or not. 

There may be a fpecial verdict in cafes where doubts arife 
on the matter of law, but it is not neceflary in all cafes. In 
fome criminal proceedings (the proceedings in libel, and the 
publication of forged papers, for inftance) fome of the fads 
are detailed in the indictment, and if the doubt in law fhould 
happen to arife out of the fact fo detailed, we fay it is upon the 
record. The queftion might have been difcufled upon dee 
murrer without going to a Juryat all; and aiter verdict it may 
be difcufled on a motion inarreft of judgment. In fuch cafes a 
fpecial verdict is not neceflary: the verdict “ Guilty,” will 
have the effect of a fpecial verdict without the expence and de- 
lay of it, eftablifhing all the facts, and leaving the quettion of 
law open to difcuffion. 

There are three fituations in which a defendant, charged with 
alibel, may ftand before a Judge and Jury ina Court of AGf 
Prius. Firft, The matter of law may be doubtful; ia that 
cafe there ought to be a {pecial verdict, or a verdict which fhall 
operate as afpecial verdict. Secondly, The cafe may, in the 
opinion of the Judge, be clear againtt the defendant. If the 
verdict is {pecial, in form or in effe&t, he has no rcafon to com~- 
plain; his cafe comes before the Court from which the record 
is fent, without the prejudice of an authority againfthin. ‘The 
third fituation is, That the opinion of the Judge may be clear 
in favour of the defendant. In that cafe, whenever it fhall hap- 
pen, we have offered it as our epinion, that it will be compe- 
tent and legal forthe Judge to direct an acquittal, 

Your Lordfhips’ fourth queftion is: * Is a witnefs, pros 
duced beforea Jury in a trial as above by the plaintiff, fer the 
purpofe of proving a criminal intention of the writer, or by 
the defendant, to rebut che imputation, admiffible to be heard 2s 
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This queftion is put fo generally, that we find it impoffible 
to give a direct an{wer to it. 

The criminal intention charged upon the defendant in legal 
proceedings on libel is generally matter of form, requiring no 
proof on the part of the profecutor, and admitting of no proof 
on the part of tue defendant to rebut it. 

The crime confifts in publifhing a libel ; a criminal intention 
in the writer is no part of the definition of the crime of libel at 
the common law. “ He who fcattereth firebrands, arrows and 
death,” (wiich if not an accurate definition, is a very intelli- 
gent defcription of a libel,) is ea ratione criminal; itis not in- 
cumbent on the profecutor to prove his intent, and on his part 
he fhall not be heard to fay, “ 4m I not in fport ?”” But inaf- 
much as a Criminal intention may conduce to the proof of the 
publication of all libels; and inafmuch as that criminal in- 
tention is of the fub{tance of the crime of libel in fome cafes 
by ftatute ; cafes may be put, where a witnefs is competent and 
admiffible to prove the criminal intention on the part of the 
profecutor ; and it may be ftated as a general rule, that in alk 
cafes, where a witnefs is competent and admiffible to prove the 
criminal intention, a witnefs will alfo be competent and admif- 
fible to rebut the imputation. 

Your Lordfhips’ fifth queftion is: ‘* Whether, upon the 
trial of an indiétment, for fending a threatening letter, the 
meaning of the letter fet forth in the indictment be matter of 
law or of fact?” 

We find ourfelves embarrafled by the terms in which this 
queftion is propofed to us. 

We find no difficulty in anfwering, that the expofition of 
the words of the letter, fet forth in an indictment for fending a 
threatening letter, would belong to the Court, either on a de- 
murrer, or in an arreft of judgment; and wehaveno difficulty 
in going a ftep further, and faying, that if the Jury, upon the 
trial of fuch an indictment, were to find a letter according to 
its tenor, it would be for the Court to expound the letter. 

And whether the letter (the fenfe of it being thus afcertained) 
be a threatening letter within the meaning of the law, is an- 
fwered by our law to the firft queftion. This we ftate dif- 
tinctly to be matter of law; it is the judgment of the law, 
pronouncing whether the paper be criminal or innocent. 

But your Lordthips afk us, “ Whether the fenfe of the let- 
ter be matter of law or of fact ?” 

We find a difficulty in feparating. the fenfe of the letter 
from the letter ; the paper without the fenfe is not the letter. 
Whether 
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Whether there exifts fuch a letter, is doubtlefs matter of fact; 
as much as, whether it was fent to the profecutor of the in 
diétment. 

It is alfo matter of fact, whether an act of Parliament, pub- 
lic or private, exifts, And the fame may be faid of every other 
writing, from records of the higheft nature down to any {crap 
of paper wherein words are written which can be qualified 
with crime or civil obligation. 

This goes no way towards afcertaining what belongs to a 
Jury in an indi&ment for fending a threatening letter, to which 
we apprehend your Lordfhips’ queftion was intended to point. 

The exiftence of a public aét of Parliament, your Lordfhips 
know, is not fubmitted to a Jury at all ; private acts and re- 
cords may be /ub modo other inftruments and papers are; but 
all, without exception, are expounded by the Judges, and the 
legal effect of thetn declared by the Judges. 

This does not reft merely on the authority of lawyers; in 
the nature of things it muft be, that the Judges muit expound 
or recollect the fenfe of the paper, in order to their declaring 
the operation of it in law. 

The fenfe of a threatening letter, or of any other words re~ 
duced into writing, is nothing more than the meaning which 
the words do, according to the common acceptation of words, 
import, and which every reader will put upon them. Judges 
are in this refpect but readers. “They muft read and under- 
ftand, before they can pronounce upon criminality or inno- 
cence, which it belongs to them to do. It is a neceflary and 
infeparable incident to their jurifdiction. If they could refort 
to a Jury to interpret for them in the firft inftance, who {hall 
interpret the interpretation, which, like the threatening letter, 
will be but words upon a paper ? 

We fhall not be underftood to be {peaking of that fenfe of a 
paper which is to be collected from matter dehors the paper, 
which, in legal proceedings, muft be fated by way of aver- 
ment; which averment would be to be ettablifhed m point of 

fact, before the Judges could proceed to conftruea paper. On 
a demurrer, or on motion in arreft of judgment, thefe averments 
would ftand confeiled upon the record. If the general iflue is 
pleaded, they are to be found by the Jury. Judges have no 
means of knowing matters of fact debors the paper, but by the 
confeflion of the party, or the finding of the Jury; but they 
can collect the intrintic fenfe and meaning of a paper, in the 
fame manner as other readers do; and they can relort to gram- 
mars and glofiaries, if they want fuch afliitance. 
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Thefe principles lead to the fame conclufion for Juries as for 
Judges, in all points belonging to threatening letters, or to any 
other ferics of words reduced into writing, which fali within 
the province of Juries. For inftance, upon a general iffue on 
an indi€tment for fending a threatening letter, a Jury is to in-_ 
quire, whether {uch a paper as the paper charged in the indict- 
ment exifts? They muft read, or hear read, and underftand the 
paper charged, and the paper produced to them in evidence, in 
order to their finding that the paper charged does exift. “The 
Jury cannot know, that they are the fame papers, without com- 
paring both the words and the fenfe: but, when the Jury have 
read, and fufficiently underftood, the paper charged and the pa- 
per produced, fo as to be enabled to pronounce that they are the 
fame papers; when the averments have been examined and 
found to be true ; when the context (if there be a context not 
fet forth) has been feen and underitood, and found not to alter 
the fenfe of the paper produced, and to put a different fenfe 
upon it than that which the paper charged imports ; and when 
the fending of the fuppofed threatening letter ts found as 
charged ; then all enquiry before the Jury ends; the reft is 
matter of legal conclufion. 

Your Lordfhips’ fixth queftion is: “ Whether, on the trial 
of an indi€&tment for high treafon, the criminality or innocence 
of letters or papers as fet forth as overt acts of treafon, or pro- 
duced as evidence of an overt act of treafon, be matter of law 
or of fact?” 

We have faid, in our anfwer to the firit queftion, that in all 
cafes, and under all circumftances, the criminality or innocence 
of anact done is matter.of law, and not of fa&. 

We find nothing in the twecafes now put, which fhould lead 
us to narrow the generality of that propofition, of to except 
either of thofe cafes out of it. 

But that we may not be mifunderitood, we add, that this opi- 
nion does not go to the length of taking from the Jury the ap- 
plication of the evidence to the overt act of which it is evi 
dence. It only tends tofix the legal character of it in the only 
way in which it can-be fixed. And we take this occafion alfo 
to obferve, that we have offered no opinion to your Lordfhips 
which will have the effecét of taking matter of law out of a 
general iflue, or out of a general verdict. 

We know that it is often fo combined with both, as to be in- 
feparable from them ; and we difclaim the folly of endeavouring 
to prove, that a Jury, who can find a general verdict, cannot 
take upon themfelves to deal with matter of law ariling ina 
general 
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general iffue, and to hazard a verdict made up of the fact, an 
of the matter of law, according to their conception of the 
law, againft all direction by the Judge. 

Our aim has been to trace the boundary line between mat- 
ter of law and fact, as diftinétly as we could. We believe 
that this is all that is neceflary to be known. We have found 
Jurors in general defirous of keeping within their province, 
which is to examitie into matter of fact, and cordially difpofed 
to take thcir direétions in matter of law, from thofe whofe 
education and habits enable them to declare the law, and to 
whom the law and conftitution of the country have committed 
that important truft. 

Your Lordfhips’ laft queftion is: “* Whether, if a Judge on 
a trial, on an indictment or information for a libel, fhall give 
his opinion on the Jaw to the Jury, and leave that opinion, 
together with the evidence of the publication, and the appli- 
cation of the inuendos to perfons and things, to the Jury, fuch 
directions would be according to law ?” 

If we do not mifunderftand this queftion, it is fubfantiaily 
anfwered in our anfwer to the third queftion. 

We mean to anfwer this queftion in the affirmative; but, 
that we may be clearly underftood, we defire to be per- 
mitted in our anfwer to fubftitute the words © declare tae law ;” 
inftead of “ give his opinion of the Jaw;” and the word © de 
claration” inftead of * opinion,” where the word “ opinion” 
occurs again in the queftion: our anfwer will then ftand thus : 

“ If a Judge on a trial on an indictment or information for 
a libel fhall declare the law to the Jury, and leave that decla- 
ration, together with the evidence of the publication, and the 
application of inuendoes to perfons and things, to the Jury, 
juch direction would be accordihg to law.” 

If by the words, “ leave that opinion to the Jury,” is meant 
in any manner to refer to the Jury the confideration of what 
the law is, in any view of the particular cafe in evidence, we 
are of opinion, that fucha direction would not be according to 
law; conceiving the law to be, that the Judge is to declare to 
the Jury what the law is; and conceiving that it is the duty of 
the Jury, if they will find a general verdict upon the whole 
patter in iflue, to compound that verdict of the fact as it appears 


in evidence before them, and of the law as it 1s declared to them 


by the Judges 
Wep.etaced our anfwers with ftating, that the general criminal 
lawof England was the lawof libel. We conclude what we have 
to offer to your Lordfhips with ftating, that the liane marked out 
by the law for tie conduct of a Jury giving a general verdict, hasan 
pT 2 univerfal 
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univerfal application to general verdidts.on general iffues, in all 
cafes civil and criminal ; for we cannot diftinguifh between the 
office and authority of a Jury in civil and criminal cafes, what- 
ever difference there may be as to their refponfibility. We 
defire to put your Lordfhips in mind, that it hath been the 
modern policy to bring almoft all queftions upon men’s deareft 
and moft valuable rights, to be decided on a general iflue; and 
it will be for your Lordfhips’ confideration, whether the line 
we have pointed out, which we take to be eftablifhed in law 
and in reafon, is not a great and effential fecurity to the life, li- 
berty, and property of all the King’s fubjects, from the higheft 
to the loweft, 





Some Account of the late Thomas Day, Efg. Author of 
Sandford and Merton. 


(Continued from Page 505.) 
LTHOUGH it be the duty of every citizen, in a free 


ftate, to watch over the conduct of Government, yet this 
is more peculiarly the province of independent country gen- 
tlemen, whofe intereft can never be different from that of the 
community in general. The political tranfactions in England, 
during the American war, were too intereiting to pafs unno- 
ticed by a perfon poflefled of any portion of publick {pirit. 
Mr. Day’s love of liberty, and inflexible regard to the rights of 
mankind, indyced him to vindicate the Americans in their 
refiftance to the impofition of taxes without their confent, and 
in their fubfequent efforts to emancipate themfelves from the 
fubjection to which our Government attempted by force to re- 
duce them. His attachment to his native country was not of 
that {elfith and illiberal kind, which excufed or palliated injuftice 
to others, under pretence of national intereft. Although no 
man ever loved his country more, or was more perfectly Eng 
lifh, in the heft fenfe of that name, yet he was more firmly at- 
tached to juftice and liberty thanto his native foil. He could not 
therefore forbear to give vent to his indignation at the conduct 
of Government; which he did in two animated poems; the 
firft entitled, “ The Devoted Legions,” and the fecond, “ The 
Defolation of America.” 

The firft of thefe poems is addreffed to Lord George Ger- 
maine, the Secretary of State, who direéted the military ope- 
rations, and to the Commanders of the Forcesagainft America ; 
_ and in its obvious allufions to the calamities which might 
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be expected from waging an unjuft civil war, the prophetick 
pretenfions of poets were confirmed by fucceffive defeat:, and 
the capture of two entire armies, 

The fubject of the poem called The Defolation of America, 
was an attempt, worthy only of the fame Secretary, to effe&, 
what fair and open war could not—the fubjugation of America, 
by burning her towns and villages, and by defolating her coafts 
with an unavailing cruelty, contrary to the laws of war, as well 
as of humanity, and difgraceful to a civilized nation. 

Upon the firft opening of a profpeét of peace with America, 
Mr. Day, influenced by the fame motives which had induced 
him to write thefe poems, and by the accumulated diftrefles 
which a moft expenfive war then poured on our own nation, ad- 
drefled the publick in a pamphlet, entitled, “ Reflections on 
the prefent State of England, and on the Independence of 
America ;” in order to warn his countrymen again{ft being 
ftill mifled by vain and delufive hopes of conquett, from em- 
bracing the opportunity, which then prefented itfelf, of putting 
an end to a war founded on injuftice and tyranny, and accom- 
panied with fuch extraordinary calamities. ‘his pamphlet, 
which has been pronounced to be one of the beft political pro- 
dactions in our Janguage, contains a chain of convincing ar- 
guments expreffed in that fervid ftyle of eloquence, which at 
once breathes the fincerity of the author, and communicates 
by a kind of fympathy, conviction to the reader. 

In a fubfequent publication, addreffed to the Earl of Shel- 
burne,* he vindicates and praifes that minifter for having made 
peace with Americaand France; without indeed entering into 
any detail, or difcuffion of the feveral articles of the peace, but 
on the general and important ground of the neceility of termi- 
nating a ruinous war, of which the original object, the fubju- 
gation of America, had been long abandoned even by its firft 
abettors, as impracticable, 

In the commencement of the American war, it muft be ace 
knowledged, with humiliation to the Britifh nation, that the 
greater part of the people had fupported the crown in its at- 
tempt to fubdue America ; which they confidered as a fubject 
{tate deftined for their benefit and dominion; and they had 
yielded to the delufive hopes of conqueft repeatedly held out to 
them by the Minifter; yet when fucceeding calamities had dif- 

fipated 


* This letter was publifhed, and alfo feveral others, under the 
title of Letters of Marius. ‘They are contained in Stockdale’s 
Collection of Mr. Day’s Political Tratts, 8vo. 
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fipated thefe drearns of ambition, and when difgrace and di(- 
trefs had humbled the pride of the people, the voice of the fo- 
berer and wifer part of the nation began to be heard, calling 
eut for peace, and for a reformation of the abufes, which had 
crept into the conititution, though contrary to its {pirit. Ac- 
cordingly aflociations were formed, in different counties, of 
the mott independent and publick {pirited men, in order to ob- 
tain a redre{s of grievances, and efpecially a reform in the re- 
prefentation of the people in Parliament; the inequality and 
amperfectien of which had principally enabled the Minifter, by 
a Javith corruption, to gain the fupport and countenance of the 
legiflaturc in carrying on the moft ruinous and unjuit war, as 
well as the moft diigraceful, that ever fullied the Briuiih annals. 

Mr. Day could not but join this honeft band of patriots ; and 
he foon diitinguifhed himielf among them by his zeal and abi- 
lities. He attending feveral of the meetings of frecholders in 
different counties where he held eftates, Effex, Surry,and Berks; 
and he then difplayed the talent, which he poflefied in a fingular 
degree, of {peaking in publick with facility, copioufnefs, and 
precifion, and with the fame mafculine and impreflive eloquence 
that marks his political writings.{ 


t Several of thefe {peeches were printed and diftributed by the 
Society for Conftitutional Information. 


(To be continued.) 





The LESSON of MISFORTUNE, 
££. MPORAL Fod8 
[From the French of the celebrated M. Marmontel.} 
(Continued from Page 508.) 


“ ERE,’ faid he, ¢ are five hundred louis d’ors, arifing 
from three years favings, and a paper figned by my 
hand that will indicate the ufe to which I wilh them to be put. 
It was figned Oliver Salvary. How great was my furpriie to 
find it was dettined for nothing but objects of luxury ! A thou- 
fand crowns to a jeweller ; a thoufand to a cabinet-maker ; 
a hundred louis for millinery ; as much for laces, and the reft to 
a perfumer. 
“ I furprife you,’ fuidhe; ¢ Yet youdo not fee all. I have 
already paid, thank Heaven, three hundred louis for the like 
fooleries 5 
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fooleries; and I have much yet to pay before every thing will 
be difcharged. Muft I tell it you, Sir? alas! [ ama dif- 
graced man in my own country, and I am labouring hereto 
wipe away a ftain I have brought upon"my name. In the 
mean while, I may die; and die infolvent. 1 with to make 
you a witnefs of my good intentions, and the efforts [am 
making to repair my misfortunes and my fhame. What i am 
going to relate to you may be confidered as my teftament, 
which I requeft you to receive, that, in cafe of my death, you 
may take the necefiary pains to reftore my character.” * You 
will live long gnough,’ faid 1; ¢ you will have time toeftace 
the remembrance of the misfortunes of your youth. But, if, 
in order -to make you eafy, you want nothing but a faithful 
witnefs of your fentiments and conduct, I am better informed 
on that fubjeét than you imagine, and you may with all confi- 
dence lay open your heart to me.” c 

“ T begin then,’ faid he, filing, ¢ by confeding, that my 
misfortunes are entirely owing to myfelf, and that my errors 
are without excufe. My profeflion was oneof thofe that re~ 
quired the ftricteft probity; and the firft law of that probity 
is, to difpofe of nothing that isnot our own. I[ made caicu- 
lations; but thofe calculations were erroneous. My impru- 
dence was not the lefS criminal. But I will tell you how I was 
involved in it. 

“ A reputable family, an unfullied reputation, the eftcem of 
the public, tranfmitted from my anceftors to their children; 
my youth; fome fuccefs in which I had been much favoured by 
circumftances; all feemed to promife that I fhould makea 
rapid fortune by my profeffion, ‘This was the very rock on 
which I fplit. 

“ Monf. d’Amene, a man of fortune, and who confidered 
my profpects as infallible, ventured to build his daughter’s hap~ 
pinefs upon thefe delufive hopes. He offered me her hand 5 
and as foon as we were acquainted, we formed a mutual] attach- 
ment.—She is nomore! Were fhe ftill living and 1 were again 
tochoofe a wife, fhe alone fhould be the object of my choices. 
Yes, my deareft Adrienne, I would choofe thee from among 
a thoufand. Others might have more beauty: Kut whocaa 
ever equal thy worth, thy tendernefs, thy charming temper, 
thy good fenic, and thy amiable candour ?” 

“ In this addrefs, his eyes, railed to Heaven, asif looking 
for her {pirit, were fuffuled with tears. ¢ Impute not,’ he 
continued, * impute not to her any thing that { have done. 
The innocent caule of my misfortune, fhe never even fuipected 
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it. And in the midft of the illufions with which fhe was fur- 
rounded, fhe was far from perceiving the aby{s to which I was 
leading her, over a path ftrewed with flowers, Enamoured of 
her before I married her, more enamoured after pofleffion, I 
thought I could never do enough to make her happy ; and com- 
pared to my ardent love for her, her timid tendernefs, and her 
fenfibility, which were tempered by modefty, had an appearance 
of coldnefs. To make myfclf beloved as muchas I loved her 
—Shali 1 declare it ?—I wanted to intoxicate her with happi- 
nefs. Good Heavens! what paffion ought not a man toindulge 
with diftruft, if it be dangerous to devote himfclf too much to 
the defire of pleafing his wife? 

“ An elegant houfe, expenfive furniture, whatever fafhion 
and tafte could procure in the article of drefs, to flatter in 
young minds the propenfities of felf-love, by affording new 
iplendour or new attractions to beauty 3 all this anticipated my 
wife’s defircs, and poured in upon her, as it were, {pontaneoufly, 
A {elect fociety, formed by her own inclination, fhewed her 
the moft flattering attentions, and nothing that could render 
home agreeable was ever wanting. 

“ My wife was too young to confider it neceflary to regulate 
and reduce my expences. Ah! had fhe known how much I 
rifked to pleafe her, with what refolution would fhe not have 
oppoled it ? But asfhe brought me a handfome fortune, it was 
natural for her to conclude, that] was alfo in affluent circum- 
ftances. She imagined, at leaft, that my fituation in life allowed 
me to put my eftablifhment upon a genteel footing. She per- 
ceived nothing in it that was unfuitable to my profeffion ; and, 
on conlulting her female friends, all this was highly proper, all 
this was no more than decent. Alas! I faid fo too, and 
Adrienne alone, in her modeft and fweetly ingenuous manner, 
afked me if I conceived it neceilary to incur fuch expences to 
render myfelf amiable in her eyes. £ I cannot be infenfible,’ 
faid fhe, ¢ tothe pains you take to render me happy; butL 
fhculd be fo without all that. You love me, and that is enough 
to excite the envy of thefe young women. What fatisfaction 
can you find in increafing it, by withing me to eclipfe them ? 
Leave them their advantages, which I fhall not envy. Let the 
frivolity of taite: Let whim and vain fuperfluity be their 
delight. Love and happinefs thall be mine.’ 

* Her, delicacy, though it gave her new charms, did not 
alter my conduct ; and 1 aniwered, that it was on my own 
account that | complied with cuftom ; that wuat appeared as 
Juxury to her, was nothing but a little more elegance than 

ordinary 5 
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ordinary ; that good tafte was never expenfive, and that what- 
ever I might do,I fhould never tranfgrefs the bounds of pro« 
priety. I deceived her. I deceived myfelf; or, rather, I 
banifhed all refleétion. I was fenfible that I was living be- 
yond my prefent income ; but ina fhort time the emoluments 
of my profeffion would make good the deficiency 5 and, in the 
mean while, every one approved of my affe<tionate care to 
make my wife happy. Could I do lefs forher ? Could | even 
do enough? This was the public voice. At leaft it was the 
language of our friends. My father-in-law looked with con- 
cern upon thefe anticipated expences, upon this emulation of 
luxury, which ruins, faid he, the greateft fortunes. He ex- 
prefled his difapprobation of it with fome degree of feverity. 
I calmly anfwered, that this emulation fhould never lead me 
into any indifcretion, and he might, fafely depend upon my 
prudence. Ihave fince learnt what an impreffion this man- 
ner of refpectfully evading his advice, made upon his mind, and 
what bitter refentment it produced, 

“ The moment of my becoming a father drew nigh ; but 
this moment, which promifed to be the happiecft I ever had ex- 
perienced, proved to be the moft fatal. It deprived me both 
of the mother and the child. ‘This ftroke plunged me iato an 
aby{fs of forrow. I will not tell you how heart-breaking it 
was. None but thofe who experience fuch forrows can ima- 
gine what they are. 2 

“ Iwas ftill in the height of my aflifion, when my wife’s 
father fent his notary with the information, accompanied witha 
few words of flight condolence, thatthe writings were drawn 
up to transfer back into his hands the fortune® [ had received 
from him. Indignant at this indecent precipitation, I anfwered 
that I was quite prepared; and the next day the fortune was 
returned. But the jewels that I had given his daughter, and 
the other articles of value for her own particular ufc, became 
alfo his property. He hada legal right to them. I reprefented 
the inhumanity of requiring me, after eighteen months mar- 
riage, to fubmit to fo fevere a law; but he infifted upon his 
right with all the impatience of a greedy claiman', I fubmitted; 
and this fevere exaction made fome noifz ia the world. ‘Then 
did the envy my happinefs had excited, haften to punifh me for 
my fhort-lived felicity, and, uuder the difguife of pity, took 
great care to divulge my ruin, which it feemed to deplore, My 


Vou. XIX. 486, 3U friends 


* By the laws of France on the death of the mother and iffue, 
her fortune reverts back to her family, 
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friends were lefs zealous to ferve, than were my enemies to 
injureme. ‘They agreed that I had been too much in hatte to 
live away. They were very right, but they were fo too late. 
It wes at my entertainments that they fhould have made fuch 
obfervations. But you, Sir, who know the world, know, with 
what indulgence fpendthrifts are treated until the period of 
their ruin. Mine was now made public, and my creditors, 
being alarmed, came in crowds to my houfe. I was determined 
not to deceive them, and, making them acquainted with my 
fituation, I offered them all that I had left, and only required 
them to give metime todifchargethereft. Some wereaccom- 
modating ; but others, alleging the wealthy circumftances of 
my father-in-law, obferved, that he was the perfon who ought 
to have given me indulgence, and that in feizing the fpoils of 
his daughter, it was thcir property he had plundered. Ina 
word, I was reduced to the necelflity of efcaping from their 
purfuits by fuicide, or of being fhut up ina prifon. 

“ This night, Sir, which I pafied in the agonies of fhame 
and defpair, with death on the one hand, and ruin on the other, 
ought to ferve as an eternal leflon and example. An honeft 
and inoffenfive man, whofe only crime was his dependence upon 
flight hopes; this man hitherto efteemed and honoured, in an 
ealy and fure way tofortune, all ona fudden branded with 
infamy, condemned either to ceafe to live, or to liveindif- 
grace, in exile, or in prifon; difcountenanced by his father-in- 
Jaw, abandoned by His friends, no longer daring to appear 
abroad, and defirous of finding fome folitary and inacceflible 
retreat that could conceal him from purfuit. It was in the 
midit of thefe horrible reflections, that I paffed the longeft of 
nights. Ab! the remembrance of it {till makes me fhudder ! 
and neither my head nor my heart have yet recovered the fhock 
[ielt at this dreadful reverfe of fortune. At laft, this long 
conflict having overcome my fpirits, my exhaufted ftrength 
funk into a calm ftill more dreadful. I confidered the depth of 
the abyfs into which i had fallen; and I began to conceive the 
cool refolution of putting an end to my exiftence. 

«“ Let me weigh,” faid I, “ my lait determination. If 
I fubmit to Ue dragged to prifon, I muft perith there difgraced, 


o 
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without refource and without hope. It is doubtlefs a thoufand 


times better to get rid of an infupportable life, and to throw 
mytelf upon the mercy of God, who will perhaps pardon me for 
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not being able to furvive misfortune combined with difhonour. 
My piitols were cocked, and lay on the table, and as I fixed 


my cyes upon them, nothing appeared to me more ealy than to 
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put an endto every thing. But, ah! how many villains have 
done the fame ! How many worthlefs minds have pofleffed the 
fame defperate courage! And what can wafh away the blood 
in which I am going to imbrue my hands! Will my infamy 
be the lefsinfcrived upon my tomb, if, indeed I am alloweda 
tomb? And will my name, ftigmatized. by the laws, be buried 
with me ? But what am I faying? Wretch that 1 am! I am 
thinking of the fhame, but who is to expiate the guilt? I want 
to fteal out of the world; but when I fhall ceafe to exift, who 
will make reftitution to thofe I have injured? Who will afk 
forgivenefs for a young madman, the fquanderer of wealth that 
was not his own? Ah, let me die, if 1 can no longer hope to 
regain that efteem which I have loft! But is it not poflible, at 
my age, with labour and time, to repair the errors of my youth, 
and to obtain pardon for my misfortune? Then reflecting upon 
the refources that were left me, if I had the fortitude to contend 
with my ill fate, I fancied I faw at a diftance my honour 
emerging from behind the cloud that had obfcuredit. I fancied 


_I fawa plank placed at my feet to fave me from fhipwreck, and 


that I beheld a friendly port at hand ready to receiveme. Ire- 
tired intu Holland; but before I fet off, I wrote to my credi- 
tors, informed them that having given up all I had left in the 
world, I was ftill willing to devote my whole life to labour for 
their benefit ; and entreated them to have patience, 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





Anfwer, by William Stephens junior, of St. Hillary, to Fidelio’s 
Charade, inferted February 6. 


ie z=x-+y and r= xy, put alfoa and b= the given 
knowr quantities, we fhall then have z*°—3rz =az*—2ar 
and z*—26=bz, by exterminating r &c. we have z*—3bz + 
2ab =o, a quadratic, from which is readily had z=84, hence 
r=1748. Now wehavex+y=84, and xy= 1748, from the 
firft of thefe y=84—x, which put for y in the other, we have 
x= 84x-+ 1748 =o, folved x= 46, hence y= 38. 





Anfwer, by T. Giles, of Bridgewater, ta Philagathus’s Charade, 
inferted March 12. 


RAVE HUMBERSTONE your parts, Sir, will explore, 


Who loft his life on India’s fultry fhore ; 
3U2 Whole 
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Whofe martial deeds will firm for ages ftand, 
The pride and glory of the Britifh land. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer fror: §. Shapton, of 
Aw siicael xe; Amico Crewkernfienfis; W. Harris, Darting- 
ton; W. Brewer, and Abfalom Apfey, of Taunton; and 
‘IT. Sparkes junior, of Exeter. 








Anfwer, by T. WV hibby, of South Petherton, to R. Tucker's Rebus, 
inferted March 19. 


Think your rebus I’ve found out, . 
’Tis HARPSICHORD without a doubt. 


*.* We have received the like anfwer from T. Gill jun, 
of Styth T. Taylor, Bickington; Peter Lyttleton, of 
Tywardreath ; W. Baker, Totnes; }. Duckham, Taunton ; ; 
W.R. of Treneague J. Collins, Uffculm ; R. H. of Creed; 
W. Ste; hens s junior, St. Hillary ; J. Sellwood, of Stockland- 
fchool ; S. Hill, Dawlith; A. Pinn, Exmouth ; T. Sparkes, 
junior, Fi 3 and J. Bulgin, of Caftle Carey. 





fn ANAGRAM, by T. Taylor, of Bickington. 


A Song of praife if you tranfpofe, 
A well-known fea-plant you'll difclofe. 





4 REBUS, by T. Whibby, of South Petherton, 


Rich Egyptian king firft bring to view; 
That giant next whom great Hercules flew; 
An eaftern title now I’d have you name ; 
And next a Lritith officer of fame; 
And now a grandfon unto Ifrael’s king ; 
Likewife to viewa royal duke pray bring ; 
A banitfh’d om tor cruelties, explatr ; 
And next that beggar by Ulyfles flain ; 
A rural deity nov w being x to light ; 
And lafily Mercury’s fon who loft his fight. 
The initiz ils rightly join’d I warrant then you'll find, 
A bird whofe {weet harmonious note doth often footh my mind, 
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4n ENIGMA, by F. K. CG, near Wells. 


EAR purling ftreams and riv’lets gay, 
Where warblers fing and lambkins play, 

And wanton fithes fporting glide, 
To meet the clear and ambient tide, 
Or near the fweet embowering grove, 
Where tender lovers mufing rove, 
My lovely face, as poets fing, 
Appears to greet all-cheering fpring. 
In various colours richly drefs’d, 
I’m often by the fair carefs’d; 
And frequently more favours gain 
Than all her lovers can obtain; 
Yet I’m no mifchief making elf, 
Who ne’er lov’d aught befides himfelf ; 
Nor one who takes delight to tell 
What I enjoy with beau and belle ; 
I keep their fecrets, firm to truth, 
And often aid the love-fick youth, 
When he prepares fome garland fine 
To grace his lovely Valentine. 
Tho’ favour’d fure in what I’ve faid, 
By fome I am but ill repaid ; 
For part of me you'll often view 
With low-bred Nell or lofty Sue, 
When pride, with his affected grace, 
Appears in her moft prudifh face; 
And Madam, with affected airs, 
Treats tnofe with fcorn on whom fhe ftares, 
Then I to pleafe my lady’s whim 
Am forc’d to lend the jade a limb. 
Yet at my lot I'll not repine, 
For t’other part doth often thine, 
Sweet emblem of fair Delia’s charms, 
Who fondly takes me to her arms; 
Oft in her blufhing cheek I’m feen, 
When the trips o’er the flow’ry green 5 
And full as oft.in her fond breatt, 
I tafte the {weets of peace and reft ; 
By this my change in difPrent ftations 
You'll find out me from my relations. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
On the Falling of Rain after a dry Seafon. 


H! Gracious Heav’n! Oh friendly fkies ! 

To you may grateful ftrains arife ! 
What bleffings crown this happy hour ! 
Oh welcome! fweet refrefhing fhow’r. 
Like as the manna from the fky 
That did thine Ifrael once fupply, 
So thefe reviving drops of rain 
Do cheer and cool the thirfty plain ; 
Whofe verdure turn’d to ruffet brown, 
Scorch’d up with heat, did feem to moan. 
But now the fields quite gay appear, 
The panting herds enjoy the air ; 
Thefe healing drops with life reftores, 
All nature’s languid, fainting pow’rs 5 
Improves each charming rural fcene, 
Which now looks fmiling, frefh and green. 
The hufbandman lifts up his head, 
Now all his anxious fears are fled; 
With joy he fees the grafs revive, 
And ev’ry ufeful plant to thrive. 
The lab’ring poor exult with joy, 
And ev’ry pleafing hope employ ; 
To fee fair plenty now appear, 
In all her charms to blefs the year, 
Oh! may we ne’er forget to raife 
Our grateful hearts, in fongs of praife 
To him who gave us life and breath, 
And fav’d us from eternal death ; 
Who lengthen’d out our fleeting days, 
And round the world his gifts difplays ; 
And fheds the choiceft bleffings down, 
Our lives with health and joy to crown ; 
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His creatures wants he foon forefees, 
Send balmy health in every breeze. 

Tis he who bids the fun to rife, 

And fpread his glory thro’ the fkies ; 

The fplendid beams he does difplay, 
Excludes the night, reftores the day 5 

And warms the pregnant, teeming earth 5 
Matures the feed, and aids its birth ; 

And genial dew’s foft falling fhow’r 
Feeds ev’ry herb, and tender flow’r, 

Like glitt’ring gems, whofe drops adorn 
The rofy bluthing face of morn ! 

While fhe each rifing charm difplays, 
The heav’ns refound with nature’s praife ! 
From all the feather’d warbling choirs, 
’Tis gratitude each note infpires ! 

While herds and flocks all fcatter’d round, 
The vocal hills return the found ; 

Let men then join with one accord, 

And praife the Univerfal Lord! 




















4n ODE to SPRING. 


AIL lovely fpring !_ whofe pleafing pow’r 
Makes ev’ry meadow, field, and bow’r, 
Look chearful, blithe, and gay; 
Permit my humble mufe to fing, 
The pleafures of {weet genial ipring, 
In inexperienc’d lay. 


The warbling choirs their anthems ring 

To welcome thy return, Oh {pring ; 
The hills their notes refound ; 

The little, harmlefs, wand’ring bee, 

Gathers his food from tree to tree, 
And ev’ry flow’r around. 


Again the prattling rivulets flow, 

And lands that were o’erlaid with fhow 
Set forth thy pleafing pow’r ; 

The pink, the rofe, the vi’lets blue, 

And flow’rs of ev’ry varied hue, 
Adorn the pleafant bow’r. 
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The harmlefs lambkins fkip and play, 
And gambol in the fun’s bright ray, 
Hard by the neighb’ring grove, 
Where f{wains advance their nymphs to meet, 
And with a gentle, modeft greet, 
Pronounce their tales of love. 


The cuckoo on the hill or dale, 

Delights the farmer with his tale, 
And ev’ry gueft around ; 

The verdant meads with pafture ftor’d, 

The hills a pleafant fight afford, 

- Andall the fcene around. 


Sweet is thy reign, but fhort thy ftay, 
So man’s dull life flides fait away, 

And haftens to its end ; 
Then let us while within our pow’r, 
Improve each fwiftly-fleeting hour, 

That God may ftand our friend. 

Un Arpenteur de Pais. 

Crediton, April 28, 1792. 
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Written at Bamborough Caftle, appropriated by a Bifoop of Durham 


Sor the benevolent Purpofe of refching foipwrecked Mariners. 
5 ( E holy tower’s, that fhade the wave-worn fteep, 


Long may ye rear your aged brows fublime, 
Tho’, hurrying filent by, relentlefs time 
Affail you, and the winter whirlwinds {weep ! 


For, far from blazing Grandeur’s crowded halls, 
Here Charity has fix’d her chofen feat, 
Oft liftening tearful when the wild winds beat 
With hollow bodings round your ancient walls: 


And Pity, at the dark and ftormy hour 
Of midnight, when the moonis hid on high, 
Keeps her lone watch upon the topmoft tow’r, 
And turns her ear to each expiring cry; 


Bleft if her aid fome fainting wretch might fave, 
And {natch him cold and {peechlefs from the grave. 
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